The relationship between Revelation 17 and 18

1. While most interpreters have recognized that these two chapters are two of the most intriguing chapters in the Bible, they are also two of the most difficult to interpret, and two of the most debated.

2. Both chapters deal with the subject of Babylon the great, which reflects the Greek phrase Babulw.n h` mega,lh (Babulon he megale).
3. In spite of the identical designation, many interpreters have recognized that the two are not referring to the same entity since there are several obvious differences that mandate differing identifications.
a. Babylon in chapter 17 is given the added designation the mother of prostitutes, while Babylon in chapter 18 is not so designated.  Rev. 17:5, 18:2

b. Babylon in chapter 17 sits on a beast in a desert, while the location of Babylon in chapter 18 is not provided.  Rev. 17:3
c. Babylon in chapter 17 has tremendous wealth and opulence, while Babylon in chapter 18 is the source of wealth for the merchants of the earth.  Rev. 17:4, 18:3

d. There is no command for God’s people to exit Babylon in chapter 17; however, God commands His people to vacate Babylon in chapter 18.  Rev. 18:4

e. The woman of chapter 17 is drunk with the blood of martyrs, while chapter 18 simply says that their blood (guilt) is found in Babylon.  Rev. 17:6, 18:24

f. This is important, since the act of drinking emphasizes willing participation in the deaths of God’s people, while their blood being found denotes a more passive form of guilt.

g. While both will suffer destruction, the Babylon in chapter 17 is destroyed by the Antichrist and by those in the revived Roman empire; the destruction of Babylon in chapter 18 is attributed to God Himself.  Rev. 17:16, 18:8

h. Chapter 17 contains no references to the Old Testament prophecies with respect to prophetic Babylon, while chapter 18 is replete with them (20 or more references to Isaiah and Jeremiah).  

i. Babylon in chapter 17 has a definite relationship to the beast, while Babylon in chapter 18 does not have any connection with the beast.  Rev. 17:3

j. In chapter 17, there is no mention of commerce, while chapter 18 is replete with the concepts of wealth (Rev. 18:3), luxury (Rev. 18:7,14), merchants (Rev. 18:11a,15,23), importing and exporting (Rev. 18:11b), cargoes of every type (Rev. 18:12-13), the shipping industry (Rev. 18:17,19), the entertainment industry (Rev. 18:22a), and industry in general.  Rev. 18:22b

4. Therefore, as Walvoord has so adequately stated, “It seems that chapter 17 deals with the religious aspect of Babylon and chapter 18 deals with the political and economic aspects of Babylon.”

5. Babylon is mentioned some 294 times in the Word of God and is second in importance only to Jerusalem.

6. In that regard, Babylon and Jerusalem have come to embody opposite ideas; Jerusalem is viewed as the city of God, the Great King, while Babylon is viewed as a home of demons.  Ps. 48:2; 
Matt. 5:35; Rev. 18:2
7. Since Jerusalem is so important, some interpreters desire to identify the Babylon in chapter 17 with Jerusalem, based on the phrase the great city.  Rev. 17:18, 11:8

8. However, the term great, when used of describing a city, has the nuance of one that is large, powerful, prominent, or notable during a particular portion of history.  Gen. 10:12; Josh. 10:2; Jon. 1:2

9. Therefore, since this appellation is applied to several cities in the Bible, it is wrong to conclude that Jerusalem and Babylon must be the same great city unless one has some definitive proof.

10. At this point in history, there are certainly a number of great cities on the planet; however, one should not confuse Washington with Paris or London with Tokyo.

11. Neither should interpreters confuse Jerusalem with Babylon simply because they are both notable cities that exist in Daniel's 70th week.

12. Any cursory study of modern geopolitical, commercial, and spiritual realities should immediately remove any notion that ancient Babylon, located in modern Iraq, is to be considered as a viable identification for either of the entities in chapters 17 and 18.

a. There is no sense in which the city of Babylon, or even Iraq itself, is currently a political force that can dictate policy to the rulers of other nations.  Rev. 17:18

b. Secondly, one cannot even suggest that the modern state of Iraq is vewed as the dominant commercial nation of this time; it is hardly a nation on whom the fate of world economies depends.  Rev. 18:11,15

c. Lastly, while Islam (particularly radical Islam) has made an impact on world affairs, there is no indication that Iraq is the spiritual leader in this movement.

13. In spite of these obvious realities, such notables as Pat Robertson, Jack Van Impe, Ken Flemming (professor at Emmaus Bible College), Spiros Zodhiates (editor-in-chief, Pulpit Helps), and many others continue to hold to this fallacious position.

14. Since the literal interpretation does not correspond with the fact that literal Babylon is in view, the interpreter is forced to conclude that these are real entities/organizations that must be identified in some other fashion.

15. Further, one must look to Daniel's 70th week for the fulfillment of these things since there is nothing in ancient or modern history that accurately and fully explains these passages.

16. Beyond that, the placement of these events in the chronology of Revelation, following the seven bowl judgments and prior to the Second Advent, forces the interpreter to take this as another parenthetical section that provides supplemental information with respect to Daniel's 70th week.

17. In order to understand fully why God views Babylon from both a political/economic aspect and a spiritual aspect, one must begin with the origin of Babylon in Genesis.

18. The name Babylon itself is most likely derived from the Akkadian Bab-ilani, which literally translates to the gate of the gods.
19. The origin of the city may be biblically traced to Nimrod, the son of Cush, who is referred to as a mighty one on the earth.  Gen. 10:8

20. While this term rwOBGi (gibbor--strong or mighty man) was first used of the offspring of the angelic infiltration, it does not mean that Nimrod was a product of the angelic infiltration, but that during his lifetime, his fame and power reached legendary proportions.

21. Consequently, he became a powerful ruler; this is documented in Moses’ day (about 750 years later) since there was a proverbial expression about Nimrod that was still being used.  Gen. 10:9

22. This is very consistent with the tendency of disoriented human beings to exalt, extol, and even deify people after their deaths.

23. While there is a great deal of legendary information with respect to Nimrod, much of that history is shrouded in mystery, and very little of the information comes from the Bible.

24. What does come clearly from the Bible is that Nimrod was the first to build an established, organized city/kingdom and that his success has become the source of many historical traditions.

25. In fact, in the table of nations, only Nimrod is mentioned with respect to physical places; all others in the genealogies are recorded in terms of their descendants.  Gen. 10:10-12

26. The biblical account does inform the reader that the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, which would implicate him as the ringleader in the events surrounding the construction of the city.  
Gen. 11:1-4

27. The name Nimrod is derived from the Hebrew verb dr;m' (maradh), a reflexive infinitive which means to rebel, to revolt, or to engage in audacious acts of rebellion or disobedience.
28. The construction of the city, which was characterized by a tower whose top was to reach into Heaven, is an expression of human rebellion since these people had received the command to spread abroad and repopulate the earth.  Gen. 9:1

29. The fact that the construction is described in terms of both a city and a tower to reach into Heaven is designed to portray both the political/economic aspect of the settlement and the religious aspect as well.

30. This is the first human attempt to produce world unity apart from the will of God (no doubt, energized by the demons); these people were involved in attempting to construct a man-made unity by means of organizing people through the combination of  a civil and religious approach.

31. Ancient history indicates that the common practice was to build huge mounds or towers, called ziggurats, which were made of sun-dried bricks.

32. These towers were designed as sacred temples, dedicated to heathen deities, and were used in connection with astrology, the zodiac, and the mother/son cult.

33. The term ziggurat means pinnacle or mountain top; this structure served as the forerunner to the pagan high places that became so prevalent in heathen idol worship.  Lev. 26:30; IKings 14:23

34. As we know, God judged this attempt at international organization (something in complete conflict with His plan of nationalism) with the confusion of languages, from which comes the term lbeB' (babhel—confusion, Babylon).

35. Further, this judgment provides the divine commentary on ecumenicalism (the desire to unite under a common religion) and political internationalism (the desire for a one-world government).

36. While some have suggested that nationalism does not represent God’s opinion currently, Paul indicates that the principle of nationalism was God’s plan from the beginning.  Acts 17:26-27

37. However, the two main arms of Babylon, the political and the religious, have continued to exist throughout history; these two chapters will deal with the final incarnation of each, both of which will be destroyed during Daniel's 70th week.

Introduction to revelation 18

1. As pointed out in the introduction and exposition of chapter 17, there are too many dissimilarities between the two Babylons in view to identify them as the same entity.

2. In order to effectively deal with the issues raised by this chapter, it is necessary for the interpreter to consider all the proposed identifications of Babylon by exegetes in the past and present; he must then compare their identifications to the data found in the Word of God.
3. The following points will deal with the most commonly proposed identifications of Babylon and provide Scriptural evidence that effectively refutes each erroneous position.

4. The first, and perhaps the most prevalent, is that Babylon is to be taken literally in the context of Revelation, denoting the ancient capital of the kingdom of Babylon which will be rebuilt in the land of Iraq.

a. This is first refuted by an understanding of eschatology, particularly the prophecy of the regathering of Israel in unbelief (Ezek. 37:11-13); this is important since there are chronological considerations that indicate that the Church Age ends before the spiritual restoration of the Jews.  Ezek. 37:14; Rev. 7:3ff
b. If Babylon is to be rebuilt and become the economic capital during Daniel's 70th week, it must entail a miraculous rise to power unlike anything that has been seen in the course of human history.

c. Current events demonstrate that there is no possible way this can happen; the Iraqi people are hardly capable of ruling their own country (Shiites, Sunnis, and Kurds will never unify) and certainly do not possess the financial ability or stability to dominate the global economy.

d. With a current per capita income of less than $10,000 per year (est. for 2016), the Iraqis simply do not have the ability to become the global consumer nation envisioned in chapter 18.

e. Further, there is no indication that such a restoration is underway at present, or that there is any plan to rebuild Babylon; in fact, the ruins have been ransacked on a regular basis.
5. No small number of interpreters has promoted the idea that the Babylon of chapter 17 is identical with the Babylon of chapter 18, which poses the following problems:
a. The Babylon of chapter 17 has an extended history with the major kingdoms of the world that have enslaved and persecuted Israel; Babylon in chapter 18 mentions nothing of an extended history.

b. Babylon in chapter 17 has a close relationship with Antichrist, while the Antichrist is not referenced in chapter 18.

c. There are no clear Old-Testament allusions in chapter 17, while chapter 18 contains a number of Old-Testament allusions to prophetic passages in Isaiah and Jeremiah.  Isa. 13,21,47; Jere. 50,51.
d. Nothing is mentioned of commercial activity in chapter 17, while chapter 18 is filled with references to commercial/economic activity.

e. The Babylon of chapter 17 is apparently not missed when it is destroyed, while the Babylon of chapter 18 sends the world into paroxysms (convulsions, outbreaks, fits) of grief that are unparalleled.  Rev. 18:9-11,15-19

f. Babylon of chapter 17 is explicitly identified with the title in Rev. 17:5, while Babylon in chapter 18 is not identified in the same way.
g. There is no command for the people of God to exit religious Babylon, while His people are commanded to flee Babylon in chapter 18.  Rev. 18:4

h. Those who destroy religious Babylon are explicitly identified in chapter 17, while the agent(s) that God uses to destroy Babylon in chapter 18 are not identified.

i. The one point of similarity between the two entities is that both are engaged in some form of prostitution; however, that is not a sufficient link to suggest that they are identical.
6. Another common identification of Babylon in chapter 18 suggests that it be understood as the capital city of Antichrist.

a. Those that hold this opinion often point to the rebuilding of Babylon as being necessary for the Antichrist to establish his seat of authority in that place.

b. Others that hold to this view suggest that the Antichrist will make Rome his capital and that Rome is essentially the religion of chapter 17 and the political/economic force of chapter 18.

c. For Rome, Italy to suddenly rise to the pinnacle of economic success and global influence is unlikely, given the past and current states of political and economic affairs.

d. The conditions in Italy include high unemployment figures, government deficit, floundering communications systems, and environmental concerns; the current fear is that the entire economy of Italy is on the verge of collapse.

e. Therefore, unless one is again willing to allow a significant length of time for that nation to recover, it must be eliminated from consideration.
f. Another weakness in this line of thinking is that there is a clear relationship between Antichrist, his empire, and the prostitute of chapter 17; once again, there is no discernable link between Antichrist and the Babylon of chapter 18.

g. The events portended in the third seal indicate that the kingdom of Antichrist will be subject to strict economic rationing, while the context of Revelation 18 suggests that Babylon has not endured any such economic hardship.  Rev. 18:7-8

h. In either case, there is no biblical evidence that the capital of Antichrist is destroyed by the Lord, since He will meet the Antichrist in open battle at Armageddon and destroy him there.  
Rev. 19:19-20
7. Another relatively popular interpretive option involves identifying Babylon in Revelation 17-18 as the city of Jerusalem. 

a. Some of the main proponents of this position include Ford, Russell, Terry, Chilton, Gentry, and Beagley.

b. Most of the proponents of the Babylon-is-Jerusalem position are either full or partial preterists who see the events described in Revelation 4-22 as predicting the Jewish War of AD 66-70, which culminated with the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. 

c. According to the preterist approach, most of the prophecies in the book of Revelation were fulfilled not long after John wrote and have no relationship to the events of the last days.

d. Thus, those who advocate for Babylon being Jerusalem may hold to an early date of the Book of Revelation since they would be forced to admit that John is writing about these issues after the fact (if Revelation was composed in about 95 AD, as most interpreters believe). 

e. In some cases, they base their conclusion on the fact that they believe that Peter was writing from Jerusalem in his first epistle, and they identify Babylon as Jerusalem.  IPet. 5:13

f. They further contend that the prophecies of Revelation, which are to come to pass shortly or quickly, prevent Babylon from referring to something years or centuries after the time of writing.  Rev. 1:1, 22:6

g. One of their arguments, which at least has some merit on the surface, is that the phrase the great city is clearly used of Jerusalem in Revelation 11 and is found in both Revelation 17 and 18.

h. However, the weakness of such an identification is that it suggests that there is only one great/notable/powerful city on the planet at any time.

i. However, as some have observed, it is unprecedented to refer to Jerusalem as Babylon; further, there is no biblical passage that would support that identification.
j. A more glaring error is that the prophecy in Revelation 18, which is linked inseparably to the Old Testament, would mean that Jerusalem would never be rebuilt or inhabited again.  
Isa. 66:10,13,20; Zech. 14:8-21

8. As the texts of the Old Testament and New Testament will demonstrate, there are many good reasons for identifying economic Babylon as the United States of America.
9. In fact, the detailed prophecies found in the Old Testament, combined with the information in Revelation, make any other identification improbable, if not impossible.

10. As mentioned previously, the term Babylon is used a number of ways in the Bible, and one must recognize this fact, or it leads to confusion (pun intended).

11. A significant number of interpreters have recognized that the term Babylon is not used in a literal sense in this book; many agree that the term is used as a code.
12. The term Babylon lb,B' (babhel) means confusion; it is used as the Biblical designation for two historic kingdoms and as a code name for two prophetic entities.
a. Babel is the site of the city and the tower of Genesis 10 and was the beginning of the ancient kingdom of Nimrod.

b. Babylon is also used to refer to historic Babylon, the kingdom of Nabopolassar, which reached the zenith of its power under Nebuchadnezzar.

c. As demonstrated in Revelation 17, the term is applied to the mother/son cult, the final form of which is the Roman Catholic Church.

d. It is used in this chapter to refer to the final political/economic form of Babylon, which the combined Old Testament and New Testament texts will demonstrate conclusively to be none other than the United States of America.

13. As also previously noted, the identification of religious and economic Babylon must be made within the context of the end times since both exist during the final seven years of Daniel's 70th week.

14. The correct identification of the Babylon in Revelation 18 becomes possible only when compared to Old Testament prophecies of the great economic Babylon of the last days, which is destroyed at some point during Daniel's 70th week. 

15. As a study of history will document, there are a number of reasons for God to judge the United States, and they include the following:

a. Economic fornication: The United States has adopted a policy of economic internationalism which has resulted in the loss of American jobs that have been exported to countries that will provide labor and raw materials at the cheapest price.  

b. Financial support for socialism and communism, sponsored by the former Soviet Union: While talking about fighting aggression, the United States has subsidized Russia and other Communist nations.

c. America has attempted to manipulate and control the nations of the world by means of foreign aid, grants, infusions of technology, meddling in foreign elections, and providing military support for competing factions within other nations.
d. All too often, the United States has been guilty of providing said support for the enemies of Israel, a subtle (or not so subtle) form of anti-Semitism.

e. The rejection of the gospel and sound doctrine has made America a favorite place for demons, and for every form of demonic activity.  Rev. 18:2

f. This nation has not only tolerated, but has been guilty of encouraging, the abomination that is the homosexual lifestyle, documented by the repeated references to Sodom and Gomorrah.  
Rom. 1:26-32

g. Socialism has become a favorite doctrine, practiced by redistributing wealth through a political welfare system.
h. Failure to protect its citizens by rejecting and refusing to enforce the Laws of Divine Establishment such as capital punishment for murderers, rapists, and kidnappers.

i. All these factors are indicative of an overreaching arrogance that is manifested in the types of statements attributed to prophetic Babylon.  Rev. 18:7

16. While surveys can be misleading and the data is subject to being manipulated, the American Culture and Faith Institute has conducted a number of surveys that reveal some alarming statistics and trends in western Christianity.

17. George Barna of the ACFI has tracked the beliefs that constitute a biblical worldview since 1995, and a survey of practicing Christians (defined as those who go to church at least monthly and consider their faith very important in their lives) revealed that only 17% of practicing Christians have a biblical worldview, which includes some of the following beliefs:
a. Absolute moral truth exists.

b. The Bible is totally accurate in all of the principles it teaches.

c. Satan is considered to be a real being, not merely an impersonal force or symbol for bad or evil.

d. A person cannot gain entrance into Heaven by trying to be good or by doing good works.

e. Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth and is the only savior.

f. God is the all-knowing, all-powerful creator of the world who still rules the universe today.

18. Among those practicing Christians, 38% stated that they were sympathetic to some Muslim teachings, which reveals a shocking failure to understand the Bible, Islam, and, very often, other competing religions.
19. Of those surveyed, 61% agreed with one or more of the ideas contained within what has been termed the “New Spirituality”.
a. Practicing Christians find the claims of New Spirituality among the most enticing, perhaps because it holds a positive view of religion and emphasizes the supernatural while simultaneously contributing to a growing dissatisfaction with institutions (i.e., the organized local church). 

b. Of practicing Christians, 28% strongly agree that, “all people pray to the same god or spirit, no matter what name they use for that spiritual being.” 

c. Further, the belief that, “meaning and purpose come from becoming one with all that is,” has affected the thinking of 27% of practicing Christians.

d. The New Spirituality worldview has encroached into Christian ethics, which many have reduced to the karmic belief that, “if you do good, you will receive good, and if you do bad, you will receive bad.” 

20. More than half agreed with one or more of the beliefs found in postmodernism, which includes the belief that everything can be explained objectively through the scientific method.

a. Postmodernism advances the idea that there is no such thing as objectivity and that there is no ultimate reality; there is no such thing as absolute truth.
b. All people are limited by their experiences, and at best, they can know only what is true for themselves; no one can provide absolute truth for others.

c. Almost 20% of practicing Christians strongly agree that, “no one can know for certain what meaning and purpose there is to life.” 
d. A similar perspective also resonates with many Christians when it comes to views of morality; almost one-quarter of practicing Christians strongly agree that, “what is morally right or wrong depends on what an individual believes.” 

e. It should be noted that those referred to as Millennials and Gen-X, who grew up in a less Christianized society, are, in some cases, up to eight times more likely to accept these views than those born during the Baby Boom years (1946-1964).
21. While that research was conducted among those who claimed to be practicing Christians, the data gleaned from liberal Christians was shocking but is consistent with what one observes in the world today.

a. Among that group, 75% support same-sex marriage.
b. Seven out of ten advocate legalized abortion.
c. A majority want socialism to replace capitalism.
d. Growing numbers of denominations have rejected Paul’s teachings and ordain women to church offices.
22. All these trends in western Christianity are consistent with the mentality of the Laodicean Church, which is soundly condemned by the Lord.  Rev. 3:14ff
23. The study of Revelation 18 will first demonstrate that economic/prophetic Babylon exists during Daniel's 70th week and that it will be destroyed during that same time frame in the last days.
24. Further study of the details found in Revelation, and in the Old-Testament prophecies, will detail the specific attitudes and actions that characterize the land of confusion and that make God’s judgment inevitable.
� John Walvoord, The Fall of Babylon, http://walvoord.com/article/276
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